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Thinking about building a passive home? Great move! But before
you lock in a builder, there are a few key things you need to get clear on F R E E G U I D E

this guide will help you avoid costly mistakes and choose the right team for the job.

1. Not All Builders Get Passive Design

Passive homes aren’t just “better insulated.” They’re a different kind. You need a builder
with real experience, someone who can confidently explain thermal bridging, air-tightness,
and HRV systems. Ask to see past projects and confirm if they’ve worked with certified
Passive House designers.

2. Certification Isn’t Everything - But It Helps

You don’t need to certify, but be clear on what you’re giving up. Certified Passive Houses
follow strict standards and third-party checks. Be wary of “passive-inspired” claims
without substance.

Pro Tip: If skipping certification, make sure your builder understands the Passive House
Planning Package (PHPP).

3. It’s 80% Planning, 20% Build

Success starts on paper. Details like glazing, orientation, air-tightness, and ventilation must
be resolved before quoting. If a builder skips this, walk away.

4. HRV = Non-Negotiable

Heat Recovery Ventilation is essential. It provides fresh air without losing heat. Your
builder must know how to size and install this correctly, it affects comfort, health, and
efficiency.

5. Be Honest About Budget

Passive homes cost more upfront but save in the long run. Clarify your budget and
expectations early. Ask for fixed-price quotes and check what's included: HRV units,
airtight detailing, insulation upgrades, etc.

6. Blower Door Testing is Critical

This test checks your home’s air-tightness. It’s vital, and any serious passive builder will do
it twice (mid-build and at completion). If not, keep looking.

7. Get the Right Team Early

A passive home needs collaboration: your builder, designer, and consultants must work
together from day one. If your builder wants to go solo, that’s a red flag.

Final Word
Passive homes are healthy, efficient, and future-proof, but only if built right. Get the right
team, ask the right questions, and enjoy decades of comfort.

n @lochie the builder e info@lochiethebuilder.co.nz

@ www.lochiethebuilder.co.nz e 021-277-4992



